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Size of the Delaware and Brandywine Valley Jewish 
Community
The 2022 population estimate
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Note: Rounded to the nearest 100.

DEFINITIONS
Jewish households: Households with at least one 
Jewish adult 

People in Jewish households: Includes non-Jewish 
people in Jewish households

Jewish adults: Consider themselves Jewish by 
religion or culturally/ethnically, AND have at least 
one Jewish parent, were raised Jewish, or converted
Includes Jewish and another religion

Jewish children: Considered Jewish by their parents
Includes Jewish and another religion

Jewish individuals 25,900

Jewish households 12,600

People in Jewish households 34,000

Adults in Jewish households 

Jewish adults in Jewish households 22,400

Non-Jewish adults in Jewish households 6,000

Children in Jewish households

Jewish children in Jewish households 3,500

Non-Jewish children in Jewish households 2,100



Where do Jewish households live in Delaware and the 
Brandywine Valley?
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Jewish households are fairly evenly 
distributed across the five key regions of 
Delaware and Brandywine Valley

Jewish 
households (%)

Jewish 
individuals (%)

Newark area 15 13

Wilmington core 18 16
Rest of New Castle and 
Kent Counties 17 18

Sussex County 21 18

Brandywine Valley 29 35



• Captures multiple dimensions 
of Jewish life: ritual, cultural, 
individual activities, and 
organization involvement

• Statistically derived categories 
specifically developed for 
Delaware and Brandywine 
Valley

• Based on behavior rather than 
on self-identification 

Index of Jewish Engagement
Nearly all Jewish adults are engaged in some aspects of Jewish life
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18 behaviors 
used to create 
the index



Engagement group by geography

Minimally 
Involved (%) Holiday (%) Personal (%) Immersed (%) Total (%)

All Jewish adults 38 24 19 19 100

Newark area 42 14 9 34 100

Wilmington core 28 14 31 27 100
Rest of New Castle
and Kent Counties 56 12 21 11 100

Sussex County 38 16 12 34 100

Brandywine Valley 26 39 19 15 100



• Common set of rows across most tables show 
breakdown of analyzed variables by overall 
population of Delaware and the Brandywine 
Valley, engagement groups, region, age, marital 
status, and whether or not there are children in 
the household

A typical table from the report



A typical table from the report 



Comparison charts
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Comparison charts



Respondent age by region

Education level by region

Intermarriage by region

Comparison charts
Some key findings from Sussex County not in the report



Connectivity between Jewish communities in northern and southern Delaware. This might occur 
at some level, but is less apparent to busy families with younger children living in southern 
Delaware. – male

[The community] reaches a diverse group of Jews from many backgrounds. Volunteerism of 
many members. – female, age 71

Many members are very involved with charitable and interfaith activities. – female, age 69

Until this survey, I was unaware there was a Delaware/Brandywine Valley Jewish community 
organization. Frankly, I’m still not sure there is one… – male, age 70

Sussex County Jews in their own words
Strengths and weaknesses of the Jewish community



Seeing our children and grandchildren (especially grandchildren) embrace Judaism and learn of 
our rich culture and history; celebrating holidays with them. – male, age 69

Practicing with my family, and seeing my kids learn and enjoy the traditions as their own. –
female, age 36

Being able to maintain the religious and cultural traditions I experienced as a child and pass 
those along to my own child. – male, age 44

I believe we are basically a charitable group of people who have given much to improving the 
world. – female, age 91

Socializing with other Jewish people at educational and social events, i.e., book groups, film 
festivals. – female, age 74

Sussex County Jews in their own words
Satisfaction, joy, and meaning in Jewish life



THANK YOU TO
The Jewish Fund for the Future and the Mandel Foundation

The Jewish Community of Delaware and the Brandywine Valley
The organizations and agencies who participated

The 1,065 survey respondents

15


	2022 Delaware and Brandywine Valley Jewish Community Study��Highlights for Sussex County
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15

