
2022 Delaware and 
Brandywine Valley Jewish 
Community Study

Highlights for Beneficiary Agencies

Prof. Matthew Boxer
Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies and 
Steinhardt Social Research Institute
Brandeis University

March 27, 2023



Size of the Delaware and Brandywine Valley Jewish 
Community
The 2022 population estimate
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Note: Rounded to the nearest 100.

DEFINITIONS
Jewish households: Households with at least one 
Jewish adult 

People in Jewish households: Includes non-Jewish 
people in Jewish households

Jewish adults: Consider themselves Jewish by 
religion or culturally/ethnically, AND have at least 
one Jewish parent, were raised Jewish, or converted
Includes Jewish and another religion

Jewish children: Considered Jewish by their parents
Includes Jewish and another religion

Jewish individuals 25,900

Jewish households 12,600

People in Jewish households 34,000

Adults in Jewish households 

Jewish adults in Jewish households 22,400

Non-Jewish adults in Jewish households 6,000

Children in Jewish households

Jewish children in Jewish households 3,500

Non-Jewish children in Jewish households 2,100



Where do Jewish households live in Delaware and the 
Brandywine Valley?
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Jewish 

households (%)

Jewish 

individuals (%)

Newark area 15 13

Wilmington core 18 16

Rest of New Castle and 

Kent Counties 17 18

Sussex County 21 18

Brandywine Valley 29 35

Jewish households are fairly evenly 
distributed across the five key regions of 
Delaware and Brandywine Valley



Where do households live 
that are struggling 
financially?



• Captures multiple dimensions 

of Jewish life: ritual, cultural, 

individual activities, and 

organization involvement

• Statistically derived categories 

specifically developed for 

Delaware and Brandywine 

Valley

• Based on behavior rather than 

on self-identification 

Index of Jewish Engagement
Nearly all Jewish adults are engaged in some aspects of Jewish life

5



6

18 behaviors 
used to create 
the index



Income Jewish households (%)

<$50,000 6

$50,000-$74,999 16

$75,000-$99,999 12

$100,000-$149,999 13

$150,000-$199,999 9

$200,000+ 20

Don’t know/Prefer 

not to answer
24

Income and standard of living
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Standard of living Jewish households (%)

Struggling: Cannot/Just 

managing to make ends 

meet

15

Have enough money 31

Have some extra money 24

Well off 30

Community is relatively affluent compared to the surrounding population, but many 
households are struggling

10% of households below 250% of the Federal Poverty Limit



Jewish households In past year 

(%)

Between 1-3 

years ago (%)

Any hardship 8 5

Healthcare 7 1

Utilities 3 1

Rent 1 4

Food 1 1

Economic needs and insecurity
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• 2% of households unable to pay 
an emergency $400 expense

• 14% of adults not at all or not too 
confident they will be able to 
keep current savings/investments

• 14% of households limited their 
involvement in Jewish life for 
financial reasons
• 11% of parents required financial 

assistance to enroll children in 
Jewish education, camp, or 
activities

• 7% of congregation-member 
households required financial 
assistance to maintain their 
membership



Of households with a health 

issue (%)

All Jewish households (%)

Chronic illness 55 10

Physical disability 38 7

Mental/emotional health problem 32 6

Developmental/intellectual 

disability

6 1

Substance abuse/addiction <1 <1

Dementia, including Alzheimer’s 

disease

<1 <1

COVID-19 complications <1 <1

Other 10 2

Health issues, special needs, and disabilities
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• 19% of Jewish households include at least one person who is limited in their work, school, or 

activities by some sort of health issue, special need, or disability

• Older Jewish adults have significantly higher rates of health issues, special need, or disability



Heath needs and supports
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• 18% of households are managing or 
providing care for someone else, 
aside from routine childcare

• About one quarter of middle-
aged households are 
caregivers

• While all Jewish adults from 
households including someone with 
mental or emotional health issues 
said they had a personal support 
network, only 10% have a lot or a fair 
number of people in their support 
network

• 2% of Jewish households do not have access to 
every daily transportation need

• 5% of households with a member 55 years of age 
or older have at least one person who needs 
assistance with a daily activity such as household 
chores, preparing meals, or taking stairs

• Of households with health issues, 12% did not 
receive all services needed in the past year to 
manage their household’s health issues, special 
needs, mental health issues, or disabilities



Comparison charts



Comparison charts



Comparison charts



The JCC is a tremendous resource for those who are not very religious or synagogue-affiliated. It 

also engages widely on issues impacting the broader Jewish community. – female, age 49, New 

Castle County

The Siegel JCC’s early childhood center is a star! – female, age 47, Brandywine Valley

I think [communal agencies] do a very good job reaching out with activities and events. If you’re 

interested in finding stuff, it’s there. There’s publications and emails. – female, age 74, New 

Castle County

There is a strong sense of community. There is the joy of communal celebration in good times, 

but when help and encouragement are needed, the Jewish community responds in great 

numbers. Meals and offers of rides and help with anything needed abound. – male, age 81, New 

Castle County

JCC, programs, and agencies as communal strengths



The size limits what can be done, and most activities gravitate to northern Wilmington, which 

can be an effort if you are not in that area of the county. – female, age 49, New Castle County

The community is small enough that sometimes it is difficult to find enough volunteers to help 

out in the Jewish community. – male, age 48, Kent County

Until this survey, I was unaware there was a Delaware/Brandywine Valley Jewish community 

organization. Frankly, I’m sill not sure there is one… – male, age 70, Sussex County

JCC membership fees are too high. Very pushy about joining. Overcrowded exercise classes. 

Locker rooms need updating. – female, age 68, New Castle County

[There is little to no] programming that speaks to anyone above their 20s who doesn’t have 

children. – female, age 30, New Castle County

Where the agencies might have more work to do



THANK YOU TO
The Jewish Fund for the Future and the Mandel Foundation

The Jewish Community of Delaware and the Brandywine Valley

The organizations and agencies who participated

The 1,065 survey respondents
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